


 Bryanston Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
14th of January 2026 at The Old Powerhouse (TOPH), Bryanston
Minutes are NOT verbatim

Councillors: Cllr C Tompsett -Chairman, Cllr W Cowling – Vice Chairman, Cllr F Stocks, Cllr C Moxham, Cllr M Bird, Cllr B Stone and Cllr A Maxwell
	
In attendance: Nicola Phillips, 2 members of the public 

The Chairman wished everyone a Happy New Year

[bookmark: _Hlk219537758]Public consultation – Mr Thomas O’Reilly – one of the Directors for The Old Powerhouse, wished to respond to the concerns raised by the Parish Council, with reference to the poor parking noted on the 14th of November, due to an event being held at the Old Powerhouse.  It was suggested that the comments from the Parish Council “This obstruction prevented access for emergency services, farm traffic, and other large vehicles to any part of Bryanston north of the Powerhouse” implied that an emergency vehicle was unable to get through, where it should have read, “This obstruction would had prevented access for emergency services, farm traffic, and other large vehicles to any part of Bryanston north of the Powerhouse through due to parked cars on the road.”  This was noted.  After further discussions the following was tabled:
· Mr O’Reilly confirmed that the next large event will be managed by having parking attendants in place with a direct plan to follow.
· Mr O’Reilly produced a draft plan for overflow parking for the council’s consideration.  The Chairman stated that cars should not be parked in the access road to the Portman Mews, as this is the responsibility of Stonewater Housing Association and should always be kept clear for use of Mews residents.
· Concerns were raised over Mews residents, and perhaps other residents, parking in the Old Powerhouse carpark, which, on busy days, does not help with efficient parking. Letters will be sent from The Old Powerhouse to all residents in the local area, asking for their co-operation, and requesting they do not use The OP carpark, as this is for patrons only.
· Mr O’Reilly reported there are proposals being drafted to Lord Rothermere regarding The Old Powerhouse adding the grassed area and the area where the Old Fire Station stands, to their lease.  
The Chairman congratulated the Old Powerhouse for its great success.
 
25/40. To receive and accept apologies of absence and declaration of interest and dispensations.
There were none.
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations.

25/41.  Approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated the 12th of November 2025.
The minutes were proposed by Cllr C Moxham and seconded by Cllr M Bird that the contents were a true and accurate record, all agreed, and the minutes were signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes dated the 12th of November 2025 (25/41 – no budgetary requirements)

25/42. Matters arising from the meeting dated the 12th of November 2025 and New Matters
Update on newly refurbished bench in New Road – Cllr Moxham asked for confirmation that the plaque for the bench is to be brass, this was confirmed.
Update on potholes and flooding at Walnut Avenue – the Clerk confirmed that details have been sent to Savills and await a report back from them.  It was noted that a drain cleaner has cleared the drains, to try and help with the excess water on the road.
Update on request for double yellow lines on New Road at the end of New Road cottages and the Dorchester Hill T junction.  Dorset Council road safety team will assess this request one works at the development are completed.  Dorset Council is also constrained by its budget. Funding is needed to renew and supply newly painted roundels in the village, and no completion date can be given for these works at present.  
Update from complaint of mud on the road from Bryanston Holt development. Dorset Council acknowledged the complaint and confirmed that the developers had a duty, as stated on the approved planning application, to provide a wheel washing service.  Dorset Council’s enforcement team were informed of their breach of conditions.
Update on Village Tidy Event and Memorial Tree Planting – The Chairman thanked everyone who helped with the Village Tidy event, where spring bulbs were also planted and debris were cleared from around a grit bin.   Details of the Memorial tree planting is covered under the Chairmans report below. 
Update on grit bins – The Clerk confirmed that the damaged grit bin in New Road BPC replaced, is listed as the responsibility of Dorset Council. The Clerk has therefore requested that the new bin is filled free of charge and for the damaged one to be removed as soon as possible.  
The Clerk will investigate if the grit bin near the vehicular entrance to Bryanston Holt is listed as the responsibility of Dorset Council. If so, the clerk will request that it is replaced as it is damaged, and for the undergrowth around the bin to be cleared.														Action – Clerk
Update on Welcome Pack distribution – The Chairman confirmed that new residents to the village have received the latest Welcome Pack.
Update on changes to speed limits – the Clerk is waiting for confirmation from Dorset Council as to when the new speed limits will be put in place.  The Clerk reported that Dorset Council is currently occupied with speed limit changes along the A30, due to the C13 being closed for a whole year, causing delays to the delivery of other projects.

25/43.  Report form representative of Dorset Council
There was not report given.

25/44.  Officers report 
It was confirmed that Cllr A Maxwell will support Cllr Stone as an Environment officer for BPC.
Vice-Chairman report – Walnut Avenue, the road remains in poor condition, with standing water still present at the entrance to the track. Neither the potholes nor the underlying drainage problem has been addressed.  Clerk to chase up.
Parking and Access Issues near The Old Powerhouse, has again been made aware of parking and access problems arising when functions at the Old Powerhouse appear to exceed the site’s practical capacity. These occasions create
avoidable disruption for residents and raise concerns about safety, access, and responsible venue management. This matter was discussed under the public consultation.
Bryanston School – nothing to report.
Environmental – The village is looking very nice at the moment. The felled trees by the phone box make the area look much tidier. The wind hasn’t brought down too many tree branches which is good. It has been noticed a couple of times since the last meeting McDonalds rubbish thrown from a car window; I assume along New Road. This is odd as the closest McDonalds is in Poole, seems weird to wait to get all the way to Bryanston litter like that. The road sweeper ‘cleaning’ on the new development site entrance has been seen and not really making a difference. Was the wheel cleaning bay introduced on site do we know – this matter was reported under agenda item 3.
Concerns over the sewage plant was raised.  If any members of the public have any concerns, please contact Dorset Council environment team for their assistance.  Cllr Maxwell suggested the Parish Council should investigate the possibility of main sewage supply for the village.  Cllr Maxwell will investigate this further with Wessex Water.
Phone box - a request was received to recycle batteries. 
Resolved: request was refused as batteries pose a fire risk.
It was agreed that the trial to recycle bras and specs would continue in the phone box, provided clear reasons are explained to residents for these items.
Highways – matters raised was discussed under agenda item 3.
Planning – there were no applications to discuss.
DAPTC – All communication had been circulated to the Councillors.
The Old Powerhouse – An exceptionally busy two months has meant the Christmas break was well received by all involved with our building. Everything from maintenance and cleaning departments to finance and event managing /fundraising, we all enjoyed a complete stop of work for the Christmas week.  Thank you to all the fantastic staff and associated groups like Jubbly and TOPIT for allowing the business to carry on and of course the residents and
frequent customers who visit! Without that support, the Old Powerhouse would not be where it is today.
Continual improvements to our community building means profits are being spent wisely and within a budget each year. At present we have new LED exterior lights being installed, as two stopped working over the winter months. These will improve the aesthetic look, all match, and be very energy efficient. 
TOPIT are now awaiting a response from the Pre-Application submission which should be this month. The S106 money is now available from the Bryanston Holt development for improvements to The Old Powerhouse. However, claiming it now depends on having all the necessary permissions in place (planning permission etc.). An open afternoon between 12-3pm with tea and cake is arranged for Sunday 1st Feb 2026 to show a more detailed insight of the proposed plans. Do come
along and bring your neighbours.
Bryanston Estate – nothing to report.  The Clerk will continue to monitor items that have been reported but not actioned.
Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan – Work continues on the integration of the B+NP lists of Non-designated Heritage Assets in (Bryanston, Blandford Forum and) Blandford St Mary, with Dorset Council’s list.	The Christmas get-together event on 27th November with neighbouring parish councils and with Mr Simon Hoare MP as guest speaker, was a great success. There were many questions for our MP, and the consensus was to continue working together as a community to share common issues and ideas. More work is needed to establish how S106 funding for the B+ area for health provision is being spent. Work to monitor new developments for compliance with the B+NP Design Code continues. Since the end of neighbourhood plans by the current government, the B+NP Monitoring Group now needs to decide how to proceed, if at all, going forwards.
At this point it was agreed to add the Emergency Planning team to the officers’ reports.
The Chairman thanked the Emergency Planning Team for informing residents about the fluctuations in the power supply on 1st January.

25/45. Finance 
The Clerk had circulated payment schedules for November which was approved via email for the sum of £1126.92
The Clerk tabled the Payment Schedule and Financial statement for December 2025 for the sum of £649.67. This was proposed by Cllr Bird and seconded by Cllr Stone, all agreed, and signed by the Chairman. Details are as below:

[image: ]

RESOLVED: to pay the payments on the schedule for November 2025 and December 2025 and agreed the bank reconciliation for December 2025 (25/45 current account)
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council have donated the funds to the Old Powerhouse for the pre-plan for the public to be submitted to Dorset Council, as the Local Authorities get a discount for submitting plans.

25/46. Chairman report 
The Parish Council noticeboard, opposite Home Farm, is rotten (including the back, frame and door). This either needs replacing or removing permanently (there are two more noticeboards, by the telephone box and in The Old Powerhouse porch). All agendas and minutes are also published on the Bryanston Village Community Facebook page and online on the Bryanston Parish Council website.  
Resolved: It was agreed to remove the rotten notice board.
The Village Tidy Day in November was very successful with the phone box cleared out and set up as a recycling point for old spectacles and bras, on a trial basis. This means no more books will be accepted into the phone box as they were getting damp and covered in spiders etc. Thanks to Mrs Melanie Burton for organising this.
Thanks also go to Cllr Catherine Moxham and Mrs Debbie Beale who cleared away the undergrowth that had obscured the grit bin opposite Keeper’s Cottage, to Ms Jules Carter for planting bulbs around the village, and to everyone who turned out to litter pick and tidy the village, including the mammoth task along New Road. 
The Memorial Tree for Mr John Tory was planted by Mrs Jackie Tory, his wife, helped by his two children. A fitting tribute to a man who contributed so much to life in Bryanston, over so many years.
Everyone enjoyed the refreshments in The Old Powerhouse afterwards.

25/47.  Clerk report – Correspondence.
The Clerk announced her resignation from the Parish Council.  The Clerks last working day for the Parish Council will be 22nd of May 2026.  The Clerk expressed that it was a very hard and sad decision to take to resign from Bryanston Parish Council. It is due to the increased workload from other larger Parish Councils.

25/48. Items for the next agenda and date of next meeting. TBC

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 18th of March 2026, to be held at The Old Powerhouse, Bryanston at 7.00pm.

Should you wish to contact the Clerk please use the email address below: 
clerk@bryanston-pc.gov.uk
Website - www.bryanston-pc.gov.uk

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20.14pm.
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Payee Description

 Expense 

Amount 

N Phillips Clerks expenses Nov 67.44 £            

N Phillips dd Clerks wages Nov 293.56 £          

HMR dd Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 206.42 £          

Cllr Tompset Storage for litter pick 19.52 £            

Cllr Tompset Items for village tidy&tree 54.79 £            

Roadware New grit bin, new road 131.94 £          

DAPTC DAPTC training event 75.00 £            

Dorset Council Planning  For The Old Powerhouse 255.00 £          

Lloyds dd Service charge 4.25 £              

Savils so Phone box rent 1.00 £              

The Old Powerhouse Hall Hire

18.00 £            

Novembers payments 1,126.92 £      

Payee Description

 Expense 

Amount 

N Phillips so Wages Dec 293.56 £          

Lloyds dd Service charge 4.25 £              

HMR dd Paye/tax/ni/emp ni 206.42 £          

Vision ICT Domain Mar 26 Feb 28 78.00 £            

N Phillips Clerks expenses Dec 67.44 £            

December's payments 649.67 £          


